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Soviet Wreiter Says

HE assertlon of the U. S.
Central Intclligence Agency
that the Soviet Union is in bad
economic condition (Washington
Daily News Jan. 8) is in vari-
ance with the facts,

viet economy were fo experience

a difficult situation, then such

. things as a drop in production .

and in employment—the closing
down of enterprises and mass

., dismissals—would be observed

in our couniry.

does not speak about this.

posite is taking place in the
USSR; there is a steady rise in

" the level of production aud em-

ployment.

According to Soviet statistics"

the per capita industrial output
during the past 10 years in-
creased by 130 per cent and the

volume of agricultural produce’

grew by 70 per cent (1663 was
not typical dus to the drought
and crop failure). During this

| period the number of factory

and office workers increased by
28,300,000 and now excecds 70
million,
.+ The “bad economic cordition"
of the USSR is characterised by
a-steady growth in the output
of all types of industrial goods.
In 1963, as compared with 1933

“the Soviet Union produced 80.2

' million tons of steel as com-
pared with 38 million tens, ex- -

““tracted 206 million tons of oil

"as compared with 52.7 million

itons, generated 412,000 million
. vkwh of electricily as compared -
with 134,000 million kwi, pro- -

to be considered for pub-
lzcuuon, must bear  the
writer’s name, address
and telephone number.
Names will be withheld
if the writer so requests.
Please keep letters brief.
The DEditor reserves the

il the So--

right to cut them.

A

duced 61 million tons of ccment;
as compared with 15.9 million @ -
tons in 1953. '

CIA specialists claim that:

- lately the rate of the Soviet

The CIA statement, however, Union’s economic growth has de- -

It .
is not surprising as just the op--

clined steadily and in the past .
two years was less than 2.5 per
cent annually, I do not know '
what method was used by CIA
economists in establishing this -
figure. Soviet stalistics show a ;
5 per cent increase in 1963. The
rate of industrial growth in the ;
USSR is as follows: 1961—9.2
per cent, 1962—9.5 per cent and
1963-—8.5 per cent. In 1963, the
total volume of the Soviet Un-
ion’s industrial output amounted }
to 65 per cent of the U, -S. out- ;
put as compaved with 47 per
cent in 1957 and 33 per cent in
1453, ,

ANATOLY EFIVOV " :

' Novosh Pross Agency (APN),
’ Moscow.
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